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exile in Holland). They so persecuted him that he had to
be removed. He was sent with a tutor to travel on the
Continent, where he devoted some years to the study of
art in the Italian cities, and formed his literary taste upon
foreign models. On his return in 1689, the political re-
lations, reversed by the Revolution, favoured his entrance
upon public life and the service of William; but though
he had strong convictions in favour of the new constitu-
tional order, he declined a seat in Parliament till 1694; and,
finding his health giving way under the long sittings of the
House, did not seek re-election after the dissolution. A
characteristic anecdote is related of an early attempt to
address the House. A bill was brought in to allow counsel
to persons on trial for high treason Feeling a lively in-
terest in it, he prepared himself to speak in its support;
but had scarcely begun, ere he let slip the thread of
thought, and was unable to proceed; and after a fruitless
pause, voices all round him called on him to sit down. He
obeyed them, but in doing so said, ' If I, who have only to
give my opinion on this bill, am disabled by confusion from
the feeblest utterance of what I would say, what must be
the position of the man who, with none to aid him, has to
plead for his life ?' This happy turn at once covered his
personal retreat, and, for his object, was probably not less
persuasive than the lost speech.

Restored to the freedom of private life, he went in 1698
to Holland, attracted apparently by the liberal theology of
Leclerc, and even the sceptical tendencies of Bayle; pre-
serving his incognito, in order to cultivate an unembar-
rassed friendship. His father's death, however, within a
year, devolving the earldom on him, revealed his secret;
with so seasonable an increase of influence that he was
able, before his return home, to prevent the banishment of
Bayle from the United Provinces. On his return to
London he was annoyed to find published, without his
knowledge, an essay, written when he was twenty years
of age, and permitted to circulate among a few private